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1. In mid-June 1951%, ship visited Riga to take on a cargo of coal. i
Downstream from Riga on the Daugava River, the ship was boarded by a pilot A
and a woman doctor in uniform, who arrived in & small launch. The doctor
remained aboard until the ship berthed, performing the medical clearing of
the ship without inspecting individuasl crew members. She issued a general
health certificate, a form printed in English and Russian. The pilot,who
was Latvien, stated that he earned & monthly sslary of 1,100 rubles, which
sufficed for living requirements. He said the supply of food and other goods
had been improving for some time and prices had dropped. The price paid for 25X1
butter for the crew was 17 eastmarks per kilogram. -

25X1

2. A searching party of about eight persons, some in uniform and some in mufti,
boarded the ship after it had been berthed. The clearing, which took about one -
to one and . .one-half hours, was performed in an obliging and friendly manner, endtbe heed . °
of the commissfon later asked the captain,through the Inflot representative,if
he wished to make any complsint about the menner in which the crew was treated
or about the searching method. The old telescope of the ship was locked up,
although the captain asked permission to retain-it. Radio equipment and all
cameras were placed under seal. A sentry carrying & pistol stood guard at
the gangwsy after the clearing party had left the ship. Although the crew
could have gone ashore, they remained aboard because the loading period wes
very short. On completion of loading operations, a searching party of seven
or eight persons came aboard to search the vessel and release the radio equip-
ment, binocularsyand cameras. The head of the party wished the captain a good
voyage &nd once more asked about any complaints regerding treatment. The pilot
took the ship as far as Daugavgrive,where he transferred to his launch.

3. While in Riga,I:|ship took on & cergo of cosl in four and one-half 25X1
hours. Loading cperations were carried out so quickly that the ballast draining could
not keep pace with them, When the-Inflot representative wagitold that this might
result in overloading the ship, he replied that it would not matter, because
part of the cargo could be unloaded agaln. Engaged in loading the steamer were
12 to 15 men, some of whom wore boiler rigger's uniforms, others rather worn

clothing.
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4, ;J ‘merchmt ships were seen taking on railroad ties

during the ship's stay in harbor. |

|

ties were brought to the pler on railroad cars.
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